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LR Oh 
Mo the End of the Commandment is 
Charity, out of a pure Heart, and 
of a good Conſcience, and of Faith 
unfeigned. | "RE 

* 18 the diſtinguiſhing character of a ra- 


| tional Being, that he acts for an End; 
has ſome purpoſe in view in every thing 
be does: and the only way to the ju 
— and regular conduct of life, is to have 
One ſettled and regular aim; which, once well fix'd, 
muff be ſteddily Kept to, and all our other views 
and deſires brought into ſubjection and ſubordina- 
tion to it. : F 
To find what ſhould be the great end in life 


for ſuch rational creatures as we are; we may ei- 


ther enquire into the powers and capacities of human 
nature, or conſider the diſcoveries our infinitely 
great and good Creator may have given us of 


his will: and certainly, if he has been pleaſed ro 


give us any revelation of his will for our happi- 


neſs, an enquiry into the great purpoſe of that reve-. 


lation muſt be one ſure way of dilcovering what is 


our chief end; what is that greateſt perfection of 


our nature we are conſtantly to aim at; as well as 
what are the moſt proper means of attaining it. 

As the Chriſtian revelation contains che moſt fall 
al perks diſcovery of the will of God for the hap- 


pincſs of mankind ; the great and wall prpoſe of 
poſe of 


A2 t 


that revelation is chiefly ro be conſider'd and re- 
garded, in order to determine what. ſhould be our 
main end in life. 3 
To a well -· diſpos d mind it muſt be a moſt agree- 
able and entertaining piece of ſpeculation, to diſ- 
cern and obſerve the beautiful ſubordination of one 
thing to another, and of cvery thing to that which 
is chief and principal, in the Chriſtian inſtitution: 
tis however far from being a matter of meer ſpe- 
culation, rightly to underſtand the main end and 
deſign of Religion and Chriſtianity; but it , of 
all things, of the greateſt importance, and moſt 
extenſive uſe, in practice; as the want of ſuch a 
right underſtanding is the ſource of the moſt groſs 
and dangerous miſtakes in the conduct of life. 
The common miſtake to which the folly and 
ſuperſtition of men, in all ages, has led them, is 
to over-value things of leſſer importance in Reli- 
gion, in compariſon with greater; to ſubſtitute 
9 ace of the end; or to reſt on theſe, 
as in themſelves ſufficient. Now, if in any caſe, 
the worth and excellency of means lies in their 
ſubſerviency to the end, whence they derive their 
value; there can hardly be a grofler blunder in 
practice, than to ſubſtitute the means in place of 
the end; or to uſe them otherwiſe than with re- 
= gard, and in ſubſerviency, to it. | 
But, if we once juſtly fix the main end of the 
Chriſtian inſtitution ; a ; regard to that will lead 
us to a right underſtanding of the comparative 
worth and excellency of the ſeveral things contained 
init; will direct us what we ought chiefly to be 
concerned about, and ſhould have in our view, in 
our uſe of all the means Chriſtianity points out to 
us; will lead us to the juſteſt rule of Charity, 
and the moſt proper terms of Chriſtian commu- 
rn 


nion; and w iſh us with the trueſt teſt 
8 N whereby 
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whereby to examine ourſelves, whether we comply 
with the great deſign of the Goſpel : concerning 
all which points profeſs'd Chriſtians in all ages, 
and even many of the guides and leaders of the 
Chriſtian Church, have fallen into wretched miſ- 
takes: in fine, a juſt conſideration of the main end 
of Chriſtianity will afford us an amiable and en- 
gaging view of its excellency, to recommend it to 
our hearty love and reception. 0 

This therefore is a moſt im nt enquiry, what 
is the main end and deſign of the Chriſtian inſtitu- 
tion? and we have a plain anſwer to it, in expreſs 
terms, in my text: the end of the commandment is 
Charity, &c. * ee 

By the commandment here, ſome interpreters 
underſtand the moral part of the Law of Moſes : 
but I conceive tis more agreeable to the purpoſe 
of the Apoſtle to underſtand it of the Chriſtian in- 
ſtitution. He is here putting Timo/by in mind of 
the charge he had given him to guard againſt the 
introducing of new doctrines into the Chriſtian 
Church: and to enable him the better to execute 
that charge, he gives him this view of the deſign 
of Chriſtianity, a ſerving from which is the ſource 
of the groſſeſt errors; he gives him this key, as 
it were, into the whole Chriſtian inſtitution; the 
end of the commandment, or of the inſtitution, charge, 
or appointment, as the original word ſignifys, is 
Charity, &c. Where Chriſtianity is conſidered as an 
inſtitution of Heaven, enforced by Divine autho- 
4 ; and the end df it is — to be Charity, 
ho | 11 (3 (& 144 | 


2 diſcourſing on this argument, I propoſe F in 


Firſt place, to explain the nature of that Charity, 


* See Ver. 18. 
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686) 
Secondly, to illuſtrate the Principle, that this 
Charity 1 2 end of Cbriſtianity. 
And Thirdly, to make ſome improvement of 
fo principle; and draw ſome proper concluſions 
om it. 


Firſt, then, I am to ſhow, what is this Charity 
which is here declared to be the end of the com- 
mandment. 

The word Charity in common ſpeech i is uſed in 
2. narrow ſenſe, to expreſs only ſome one branch 
of that extenſive Charity which is the end of the 
commandment: ſometimes, bounty to the poor; 
ſometimes, a favourable opinion of our neighbours: 
both. theſe are particular exerciſes of that Chari 
here ſpoken of; but neither anyone of them, nor bo 
of them together, are comprehenſive of the whole 
of that Charity. which is the end of the command- 
* The original word which here, and in other 

* is.rendered Charity, might as well be ren- 
ed Love. Now this — includes in it, Uni- 


verſal Benevolence; and the prevailing Love of 


Goodneſs. 
1. This 10 Sp in it, Univerſal Benevo- 
. or a D affection towards all rational Be- 
towards thoſe of our own kind, 


| _ —— we —— a ſpecial connection, and to 


whom we have ſpecial opportunities to be bene- 
ficial; ſuch a kind affection as makes us ſincerely 
and heartily deſire their welfare and happineſs, as 


we do our own; and readily promote it, if it is 


in our power; or, if any one's happineſs is ſo 
perfect and fix'd that it cannot be increaſed or 
promoted by us, to be well · affected towards it, 
and rejoice in it, In like manner, as our oy 


® 1 Cor. 1. weten, and 0. 
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. reſolving all the 
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leads us to confult our own happineſs z our Love 
to others lies in our being well- affected to theirs. 
And, this good-will, and affection to the happi- 
neſs of others, muſt not be confin'd to thoſe of 


our own kind, but extended to the whole rational 


world; and muſt riſe to the greateſt joy in the 
rfect and unalterable happineſs of the ſupreme 
Mind, the Head and Father of 'the Rational Sy- 
This is the principle of Goodneſs or Benevo- 
lence ; ſo far as it may be ſuppos'd in the mind 
antecedent to all reflection on what paſſes within, 
all contemplation of our own affections and actions, 
all ſenſe of inward beauty and deformity. g 
That there is ſuch a diſpoſition of Benevolence, 
or ſocial affection in Human Nature, 1 
of all deliberate views of ſelf-intereſt; and exert- 
ing itſelf oft times without any other proſpect of 
tage, but the pleaſure ariſing from the view 


of the Happineſs around us, and ſeeing others well; 


is a point, which may indeed be artfully and plau- 
fibly diſputed by a fort of faſhionable Moraliſts, 
who are for new-molding the human heart ; and 
making a Moral World of their own, as a certath 
Philoſopher — to do a Natural one, — 
prings of action in our brea 
into either a raſh and haſty or a cool and delibe- 


rate ſelfiſhneſs : but every plain man is ſenſible of 


ſuch a benevolent principle in himſelf; who can, 
with an honeſt heart, ſay to his neighbour, I am 
gad to ſee you well: every one may be ſenſible of 
it, who will reflect what an immediate uneaſineſs 
he feels upon beholding a fellow-creature in pain or 
calamity ; what an immediate joy he feels on be- 
botding others happy. around him, eſpecially if it 
is by his means; without being conſcious to hime 
ſelf of any ſuch ſelfiſh reflectiana as thoſe Philoſor 

phers | 
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phers would reſolve this joy or uneaſineſs into; 
and who, withall conſiders what force in the mind 
that ſympathizing ſenſe has, when the mind is under 
no byaſs from the view of ſome private good inter- 
fering with the good of others. * But, 

2. This Love includes in it, the Love of the di- 
poſition of Goodneſs and Kindneſs itſelf, flowing 
from a ſenſe of the beauty and amiableneſs of it. 
That Love which is the nobleſt, and ſhould be the 
governing principle in the rational nature, is not 
a meer diſpoſition of kindneſs from inſtinct ; but a 
rational principle, animated by the love of good- 


_ neſs ariſing from a juſt ſenſe of its excellency and 


amiableneſs. There is a paſſage in the Prophecys 

of Micab; 6th Chap. and 8th Ver. which plainly 
leads to this thought; where the Prophet mentions, 
among the things that are. good, and which the 
Lord requires of us, io love Mercy. Tis the pro- 

rty of a rational creature, that he is. not onl 
capable of diſcerning thoſe outward objects which 
fall under his ſenſes; and of a liking, or averſion, 
to them: but he is alſo capable of reflecting on his 
own mind; taking a view of his own inward af- 
fections; diſcerning a good or ill within, in the 
temper of the mind; and of loving good affecti- 


ons, and hating evil ones. And, as kindneſs and ; 


1 pig is the moſt amiable affection of the 
the juſteſt principle of the exerciſe of it is 
the prevailing Love of mercy and kindneſs : this 

1s the moſt ſtrong and ſtedd gh rages le of the exer- 

Ciſe of — and 8 $3 when the diſpoſition 
ſelf is lov'd, and from love to it is cheriſhed in 
the uk. We 


. — thin point further eſtabliſh'd by the Revd. Mr. Burli, 
in 80 Sermons 3 by my worthy and ingenious friend Mr. 
m_ on, in his "ins our Ideas of Brauty and toy and 
_ the 75 
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We may diſcern ſomething of the beauty and 
amiableneſs of goodneſs and kindneſs, compaſſion 
and generoſity, by reflecting upon our own minds 
when we are at any time remarkably affected that 
way : we may have a moſt conſpicuous. and affec- 
ing view of it, in beholding a Character remar- 
kably good and generous ſet forth to obſervation. 
If well catch ourſelves in the natural excurſions of 
our thoughts; and the play of our own hearts, even 
in our moſt eaſy and careleſs hours; we ſhal find 
our minds often employ*d in forming ſuch charac- 
ters: the moſt elegant pens have ſhewn the greateſt 
art in this way : in the view of ſuch an amiable 
picture tis natural for the heart to take part; and 
to feel the moſt lively touches of the love of good- 


neſs ; to be intereſted in it, and engaged for it: 


the force of ſuch a view is conſpicuous even on the 
moft vicious and abandon'd perſons ; who, in view- 
ing ſuch a character, are apt to be touch'd with 
remorſe for forſaken Virtue; and can hardly eſcape 
feeling ſome inward admiration of what they be- 
hold, and forming ſome ſecret wiſhes that ſuch a 
character and ſuch actions were their own. And 
the more of goodneſs and kindneſs there be in 
any character, the more amiable and engaging is. 
it: the contemplation and love of ſuch a fair form 
of virtue tends naturally, and even inſenſibly, to 
ſtrengthen the diſpoſition of goodneſs in ourſelves. 
And, if goodneſs, wherever it appears, commands 
eſteem and love, according to the degree of it, 
and is naturally view'd with pleaſure; it muſt cer- 
tainly be ſuperlatively amiable in its higheſt per- 
tection and brighteſt luſtre; in the bleſſed God the 
Father of Mercies, who is Love, and who delights 
m mercy, ; . r 
Now, this love of goodneſs is the ſtrongeſt prin- 
ciple of the exerciſe of it * ſeryes to fecure the 
| con- 


| 

1 
| 
| 
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conſtancy of it : this principle of a rational and 
prevailing love of goodneſs and kindneſs is not ſo 
liable to be ſhaken, by innumerable occurrences 
that will ſpoil a meer ſweetneſs of temper: the 
more our goodneſs grows into a rational habit and 
principle; the more able will it be to over-ballance 
the force of oppoſite affections, and ſtand proof 
againſt thoſe haſty ſallies of paſſion, which the 
ſweeteſt and kindeſt temper is liable to be over- 
come by, where kindneſs is from temper and in- 
_ meerly, and not from a ſettled rational prin- 
Ciple. | gt, 

"Ava thus I have ſhewn what is contained in that 
Love the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of. But the nature 
of it may be yet further illuſtrated, by mentioning 
ſome properties of it. And, ; 

[I.] This Love muſt be the prevailing and go- 
verning principle in the mind. Our other affec- 
tions muſt be brought into ſubjection to it, and 
under the government of it : and thoſe unnatural 
paſſions, and exceſſes of our ſelf-affefions, that 
are contrary to it, muſt be rooted out, and put far 
from us. 


[2.] Tis an univerſal and extenſive Love. Not 


. confined by narrow and particular diſtinctions, (tho 


in a ſpecial manner exerciſed towards thoſe with 


whom we are join'd by ſpecial ties) but extended 
to all nb. Nay, our Love muſt not be con- 
fin'd even to thoſe of our own kind: but we muſt 
be well-affefted to the common and üniverſal good 
of the whole rational world : and this exerciſe of 


Love opens a 1 the mind that is pOſſeſs'd of 
juſt notions of God; from the ſatisfackiön it has, 


that this general good and happineſs is ſecured, 
amidſt all events, by the perfectly good, wiſe, and 
powerful adminiſtration of the Univerſal Governour 

of the world. Nor muſt our Love be confin'd 5 
1 IO 8 the 
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the inferior. and created part of the rational Syſtem: 
but it muſt riſe to the higheſt eſteem of, and de- 
light in, God, the Head and Father of it; whoſe 
character is, the Perfection of Goodneſs, join'd with 
thoſe other properties which ſerve to ſecure the 
ſucceſsful, extenſive, and perpetual exerciſe of it: 
it muſt riſe to the pureſt joy, in the perfect and 
unalterable happineſs of that Being, whole charac- 
ter the truly good and generous mind ftands beſt 
affected to; an entire good affection to his per- 
fectly wiſe and good adminiſtration; and an ac- 
quieſcence in every part of his diſpoſal of things. 
Thus our Love muſt be extenſive and univerſal. 
But yet it is to be obſery'd ; that the Holy wh. 
tures, in deſcribing the exerciſe of this Love, 

particularly inſiſt upon the ſeveral exercifes of it 
towards thoſe of our fellow- creatures with whom 
we live and converſe ; and to whom we have op- 
portunity to be beneficial by it. And this may be 
for theſe two reaſons. 1. Becauſe the exerciſe of 
our Love towards them is the ſpecial proof and 
tryal of the ſincerity of it: *tis eaſy to pretend to 
love in caſes where there is no opportunity to put 
that pretence to the tryal; by beſtowing benefits 
on him whom we pretend to love, at any trouble 
or expence to ourſelves, or with the crofling of 
our ſelf-appetites : but the proof of our Love lies 
in the exerciſe of it towards thoſe to whom we 


can be beneficial. 2. Becauſe the true love of God 


is no other than the higheſt exerciſe of that ſame 
principle of benevolence and the love of goodneſs, 
which leads us to be kind and beneficent to our 
fellow-creatures : namely, as it is exercis'd towards 
a Being of perfect and unalterable Goodneſs, the 
Head and Father of the rational creation; by 
whoſe wiſe and good government the univerſal good 
and general happineſs is ſecured ; in which is in- 

> MY: cluded 


en) 
cluded the particular happineſs of all thoſe whoſe 
Souls, by the means his infinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs has been pleaſed to afford them, are 
form'd into the temper of bliſs, and fitted to enter 
into the joy of the Lord. And our Love to God 
is not only to be exercis'd in thoſe inward acts of 
eſteem and admiration, delight and joy, above- 


mentioned; but alſo in concurring with the de- 


figns of his Goodneſs ; and in ſubſtantial and be- 
neficial effects; not to him indeed, to whom we 
cannot be profitable, but to thoſe to whom he re- 
quires us to be beneficent, as we love him. For, 
+ (3.] That Love which is the end of the com- 
mandment is an active and operative Principle. In 
fo far as it prevails in the Soul, it will be exerted 
not in faint wiſhes and ineffectual defires of the 
welfare of others; but will prompt us to do them 
real benefits, as we have opportunity; and the beſt 
in our power: it will make us heartily deſire, and 
readily promote, the happineſs of others, as our 
on; rœpoice in their welfare, and ſympathize with 
them under their wants and calamities: in a word, 
it will exert itſelf in thoſe ſeveral amiable exerciſes 
of Love beautifully deſcribed by the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 13. 4 — 8. Charity ſuffereth long, and is 
„„ „ 

But T muſt not omit to take ſome notice of the 
Properties of this Charity, or Love, mentioned in 

Tis Charity out of a pure heart: or Love with- 
out difſmulation : ſincere and entire: the ſeveral 
exerciſes of it proceeding from an inward and pre- 
vailing principle of Goodneſs in the Soul. 

"Tis Charity out of a good conſcience : exercis'd 
from a regard to the impartial judgment of our 
own minds, and dictates of our own hearts, weer 
| e 


* Rom. 12. 9. 
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the juſt awe and reverence of a higher tribunal 
and from a concern to approve ourſelves to God 
who is greater than our hearts; that, our own 
hearts not condemning us, we may have confidence 
towards him “*. 
Tis Charity out of Faith unfeigned : animated by 
a firm and effetual belief of the great truths af 

Religion and Chriſtianity, which have the ' moſt 
direct influence and tendency to promote the prin- 
ciple and exerciſe of love and goodneſs; ſuch a 
Faith as proves its own ſincerity and ftrength by 
its working by loye. 

This is that true Chriſtian Charity, or Love; | 
which is the end of the commandment, or of "= 
Chriſtian inſtitution: as I proceed now, in as"? 


Second place, to ſhow. 

Some regard to the proper bounds of a diſcourſe 
of this nature obliges me to paſs. over a ntmber 
of beautiful paſſages of Holy Scripture ; where 
Love is expreſsly declared PA be of greateſt im- 
portance in Religion; and at the ſame time a {pe- 
cial ftreſs is laid on the exerciſe of brotherly — 
kindneſs and beneficence, as the ſpecial proof of 
the ſincerity of our goodneſs: paſſages contain'd 
not only in the clearer diſcovery of God's will for 
our happineſs in the New Teſtament ; but alſo in 
the revelations given. by his holy Prophets under 
the Old Teſtament diſpenſation; when multitudes 
of external and ceremonial obſervances in Religion 
were in uſe, beyond what are now in the better 
times of Reformation; ; which yet are, even there, 
declared to be of no avail in the ſight of God, but 
deſpiſed and hated by him, without true goodneſs, 
merey and besann . : Tal only take par 


* 2 96-4. 13 —22. 
+ See Levit, 19. 18. Deut. 6. 1 Ia. 1. 10 — 18. and 
$8. 6, 7, 10. Am. 5. 21—25. Mc. 6, 68. 


(14) 
ticular notice, that it is expreſsly declared that, in 
Chriſt Feſus the great thing which is of avail is 
Faith that worketh by Love * that Charity, exer- 


cCis'd in a way of mercy and compaſſion to our 


neighbours, particularly ſuch as are in ſpecial cir- 
cumſtances of diſtreſs and exigency, and preſerved 
pure from the contagion of worldly luſts; is ex- 
preſsly declar*d to be pure and undefiled Religion : 
and in fine; that Love, particularly deſcrib'd as 
exercis'd in a way of kindneſs and beneficence to 
our fellow-creatures, has the preference given to 
it; not only before the moſt ſhining natural en- 
dowments, but alſo the greateſt pretences to Re- 
ligion, and the moſt extraordinary ſupernatural 
gifts; and even before Faith and Hope, the other 
moſt neceflary Graces of the Chriſtian Life; as the 
end is preferr'd to the means +. And thus much 
| ſhall ſuffice concerning expreſs declarations of Holy 
Scripture, concurring with this of my text, that 
the end of the commandment is Charity. 
But nothing, methinks, can in a more clear and 
ſatisfying, manner ſhow, that the end of the Chri- 
ſtian inſtitution 'is Love; than the conſideration 
how evidently every thing in it conſpires to that 
end. f 1 
And here *tis proper to conſider, in the 
Firſt place, The diſcoveries it gives us of the 
nature and character of God; the ſtandard of all 
moral perfection. Chriſtianity tends to ſweeten our 
diſpoſitions, by the moſt amiable view of perfect 
GoodRieſs and Love reigning above, and animating 
the whole conduct of the Governour of the world: 
it raiſes us to the love of the perfection of good 
neſs, as a real object of our affection; and ani- 
mates us by the glorious example of God, to 
aſpire after a reſemblance to Him in 1 
* 


Gal. 5. 6. + Jam. 1. 27. + 1 Oy. 13. 
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and to act in concurrence with Him, in our place 
and ſphere, for promoting the deſigns of his good- 
neſs in the world. It raiſes our minds to the view 
of the perfection of goodneſs, as reigning in Hea- 
ven, and influencing the whole management of 
things in the Univerſe: it ſhows us that nothing in 
the world is left to be conducted by blind Chance, 
or inferior and imperfect skill; but every thing 
managed according to the purpoſe of Him whoſe King- 
dom ruleth over all , and who worketh all things 
after the counſel of his own will T; whoſe works 
in all their variety of forms are |. all made in wiſ- 
dom, and made very good t. | 
It gives us the moſt engaging repreſentation of 
the pure Goodneſs and diſintereſted Benevolence 
of the Deity. Shows us that, as fury is not in him ; 
and all thoſe dire and horrid paſſions, that are the 
ſtain of any rational nature in which they are to 
be found, are far removed from him: ſo, he has 
no narrow and particular intereſt to turn him 
aſide, or make him ever ſwerve, from the exer- 
ciſe of the moſt pure and unbounded goodneſs and 
kindneſs; being infinitely perfect and happy, 
independent of his creatures, and ſtanding in need 
of nothing; ſo that he cannot be profited by our 
righteouſneſs, neither can our wickedneſs hurt 

him**, | 
The Scripture deſcribes to us his perfect good- 
neſs, in characters full of condeſcenſion to our 
capacities and ways of thinking; and therefore 
moſt ſuited to affect our minds: of old his name 
was proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, long-ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs 
and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving 
iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and fin FÞ : At the ſame 
F.. 103. 19. + Eph. 1. 11. 4 P/ 104. 24. 4 Gen. 1. 
31. U 17 4. ps 755 39. 6, 7, 4 Af L 
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time we are told, that he vill by no means clear 
the guilty his goodneſs is not a partial and un- 
govern'd fondneſs ; but is the extenſive gopdneſs 
of the univerſal Governour, and is always conducted 


in the particular exerciſes of it by the moſt con- 


ſummate wiſdom, and a prevailing regard to the 


ral good of the world; and therefore the 


fanctions with which he has wiſely guarded thoſe 
laws he has given to his reaſonable creatures for 
the good of his rational kingdom, are not to be 
diſpens'd with out of weak and partial fondneſs; 
and for this reaſon the wicked and impenitent 
tranſgreſſors of theſe laws muſt not paſs unpu- 
niſh'd ; nor can his goodneſs and wiſdom ſuffer 
him to let his creation go to ruin, and laws form'd 
for its good be ſecurely tranſgreſs'd, in partial fa- 
vour to a wretch who is the ſtam of his glorious 
work. But further, 1 5 
The Scripture repreſents him to us as a Bei 
of the moſt extenſive goodneſs and kindneſs : that 
he is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all 
his works * ; is kind even to the unthankful and 
the evil ; is the preſerver of man and of beaſt J.; 
zs no reſpecter of perſons 4; but is the Saviour of all 
men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe ; that he will 
bave all men to be ſaved, and to come to the know- 


ledge of the truth** ; that he has no pleaſure in the 


death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live r: He is deſcribed as the God of 
love and peace .; the God of patience and conſo- 
lation || || 3 merciful and gracious, flow to anger, and 
Plenteous in mercy t; a father of the fatherleſs, a 
judge of the widow * * ; the Saviour of the afflifted il, 


s 4 


* Pf. 145. 9. + Luke 6. 35. + Pf. 36. 6. + Ads 10. 

15 1 Tim. 4. 10. 1 Tim. 2. 4. Hf Ei. 33. 11. 

2 Cor. 13. 11. f Rom. 15. 5. 4+ H,. 103. 8. „ . 
68. 5. n 2/. 18. 27. | =: 
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and the refuge of the oppreſſed *: He is the Father 
of Mercies and God of all Comfort T; from whom 

every good and perfeft gift comes J. „ 
His goodneſs is moſt ſteddy and conſtant: his 
mercy endureth for ever f: tis not confin'd within 
the bounds of time; but reaches to eternity, and 
extends to the beſtowing of a happineſs which laſts 
throughout eternal ages. „ 
In a word, the Scripture ſums up the character 
of God in this one view, that He is Love] He 
is not only Good; but Goodneſs is the very no- 
tion of his nature; and there is nothing in him 
contrary to that character. The Moral Perfections 
of God may all be ſummed up in this one view; 
the moſt perfect Goodneſs, regulated in us exerciſe by 
the-moſt conſummate and unerring Wiſdom : and: his 
Natural Perfections are amiable and adorable, as 
they are joined with the perfection of Goodneſs, 
nd ſerve to ſecure the ſucceſsful and perpetual 
exerciſe of it: as he is every where preſent, his 
Goodneſs knows no bounds; as he is almighty, 
nothing can hinder the exerciſe and the ſucceſs of 
it; and as he is everlaſting, his goodneſs and mer- 
cy endure for ever: this i the joke and glory of 
the Lord; for how greet is his Goodneſs, and how 
great is bis Beauty ** This Goodneſs gives a luſtre 
and beauty to all the other perfections of the Di- 
vine Nature; and ſtrips them of that dread and 
terror, which would otherwiſe attend them. And, 
if the perfection of Goodneſs is the great Glory of 
the Divine Nature; ſure a conformity to Him in 
this character muſt be the greateſt Glory our ra- 
tional natures can be capable f. 
To conclude this head: The Scripture declares 
to us that God delights in mercy FT. This character 
of God ſeems to me to lead us to a view of the 
* F.. 9. 9. f 2 Cor. 1. 3. fam. 1. 17, + Pf. 136. 
| 1 04 8, 8. ** Zech, 5. 97 75 Mir. 7. 18. . 5 
"7 grand 
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grand Principle of the Divine condut : He ad 
under no awe of a ſuperior Authority, and from 
no narrow views of Self. intereſt; bur does always 
what is beſt and fitteſt, from the moſt pure and 
perfect Love and Goodneſs, This character like- 
wiſe ſeems to lead us to ſome view of the Divine 
Bleſſedneſs and Happineſs : He has the moſt pure 
and perfect delight and joy in the perfection of 
Goodneſs; and is perfectly and unchangeably Hap- 
Py, as he is perfectly and unalterably Good: and, 
if we are Good like him, we ſhall be Happy like 
him too. In fine, this character of God ſeems to 
ſignify his Love to Goodneſs, and Delight in it, 
wherever he beholds it: and ſure, if God loves 
goodneſs and delights in mercy; nothing can be 
more acceptable to him in us, than that We reſem- 
ble him in this character: that, as He is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his Works, we allo 
be good to all within our reach and as far. as our 
influence can extend; and, as bis mercy endure 
for ever, that we likewiſe never ſwerve or depart 
from the paths of goodneſs and mercy. 

And this is the Improvement which Chriſtianity 
particularly requires us to make of the diſcovery 
it gives us of the Goodneſs of God. Namely ; 
that we be allured and animated, by the view 
and ſenſe of that Goodneſs to which we are unſpeak- 
ably, obliged, to ſet him before us as our great 
Pattern; and be followers of Him as dear Children“; 
ſtudying to be perfect as He is perfect, merciful as 
He is merciful rx. „„ 
I might take notice, to this purpoſe, of a va- 
riety, of precepts and directions of our. bleſſed Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles: which all concur in moſt 
earneſtly recommending to us Love and Goodneſs, 
particularly as they are exerciſed towards our fel 
low-creatures and fellow-chgiſtians, in all the va- 
| | rious 
b. 5.1. + Mat, 5. 48. comp. with Luk, 6. 36. 
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rious inſtances of beneficence, e forgive- 
neſs, condeſcenſion and Charity; and which re- 
commend this Love to us as a thing of the great- 
eſt importance, and in which much of the Life of 
Religion and Chriſtianity lies; as very comprehen- 
ſiye of our preſent Duty, and as the neceſſary pre- 


paration and diſpoſition for our future Felicity, But 


this branch of the Argument cannot fail to lie o 
and obvious to any one who carefully reads the 
New-Teſtament *. 

But I muſt take. particular notice of what is 
moſt peculiar to the Chriſtian inſtitution; as to the 


manner in which it di{plays to us the character of 


God, as Love and Goodneſs: viz. that it gives us 
ſomething upon this head which goes beyond bare 
deſcription ; and is far more fitted to affect our 
minds: namely, as the Goſpel exhibits to our view 
a glorious Work of God, in which his Goodneſs and 
Mercy ſhine forth mot illuſtriouſly, in an exerciſe 
of them that particularly concerns us; and in 
which His other perfections are repreſented to us 
as joining together for the accompliſhment of the 
Deſigns of the moſt amazing Divine love and tender 
mercy : namely, the work of our Redemption by 
Chriſt 8 

The foundation of Chriſtianity 3 is laid in the moſt 


glorious and engaging diſplay of the kindneſs 
and mercy of God our Saviour towards men; 


* Matt. 5. 43—48. and 6. 14, 15. and 7. 1, 2, 12. and 18, 


2 and 22. 37—40. Mar. 11. 25, 26. and 12. 30, 31. 


27—38. and 9. 55, 56. and 10, 27-37. Po. 13. 14, 

1535 3 If- and 15. 12, 13, 17. Ad. 20, 35. Rom. 12, 
g—21. 13. 8, 9, 10. and 14. 1, 15, 19. and 15. t, 2. 
1 Cor. 43. Gal. 5.13, 14; 22, 23. and 6. 2, io. Eph. 4. 1, 
2, 3/3 31, 32. and 5. 1, 2. Phil. 2. 1-8. Col. 3. I2—15, 
1 Theſ. 4. 9, 10. and 5. 14, Is. 1 Tim. 6. 18. 2 Tim. 2. 
5 Ti. „ Heb. 6 lo. and 10. 24. and 12. 14. 
and 13. 1, 2, 33 16. Fa. 2. 65 13. and 3. 13—18. 1 Pet. z. 
8—13. and 4. 8, 9, 10. and 5.5. 2 Pet. 1. 7. 1 Fo. 2. 9, 


10, 11. —4 3. 123. and 4. 79—21. 2 J. 5. 3 Jo. 11. 
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while they were Sinners, and thus in circum” 
ſtances both wretched and provoking ; exceedingly 
ſtanding in need of mercy from God, but de- 
ſerving none at his hands. 

When the Redeemer made his entry into the 
world, the multitude of the heavenly Hoſt, filled 
their Song of praiſe with Glory to God in the higheſt, 
on earth peace, good-will towards men T. And this 
is the Sum of the revelation of the Goſpel; God 
fo loved the world, that we gave his only-bego!ten Son, 

„ that whoſoever believeth in bim ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life J. And, beloved, ſays the 
Apoſtle, if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love one 
another +. . | 

In the diſcovery of this great myſtery of Divine 
Love; we behold Infinite Goodneſs employing 

/ Infinite Wiſdom and Almighty Power in a way of 
Compaſſion to wretched men, and for bringing 
about their recovery to purity and happineſs: we 
behold the Father ſending his only-begotten Son to 
fave us; and giving Him to be the propitiation for our 
Sins || : we behold the Son of God veiling his Glory, 
and appearing in the World in the likeneſs of finful 
fleſh : and, being found in faſhion as a man, hum- 
bling himſelf to death, even the death of the Croſs TT, 
for our Salvation and. Happineſs. In this glorious 
Work the Divine Love and Goodneſs ſhines forth 
in its greateſt luſtre and glory : and the other Per- 

fections of the Divine nature are exhibited to us, as 
acting in concurrence, for promoting the deſigns of 
the moſt wonderful Love and tender Mercy, 

This is that Glory of the Lord, which by the Go- 

ſpel we are given to bebold; and to behold for this 
end, that by the engaging and transforming view of 
it we may be changed imo the ſame image from glory 

100 glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. LA. . of 
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what engaging force is the juſt view of this glory of 
God, to reconcile us to God, and raiſe our Souls to 


the higheſt Love of Him? Of what force is this 


great example of Love to animate us to an imitarion 


of it? how glorious and engaging is this Divine 


example of goodneſs? and how ſhould our parti- 
cular intereſt in this exerciſe of God's love further 
oblige us to imitate it? | 

The promoting of this diſpoſition of Love and 
Goodneſs is likewiſe repreſented as the great end 
of all the inſtitutions of the Chriſtian worſhip. 
In general; it is repreſented as the deſign of a 
Miniſtry in the Church, to edify the body of Chrift 
in Love; that ſpeaking the truth in Love, we 
may grow up into him in all things who 1s the 
bead, even Chriſt *, I ſhall only take particular 
notice, how conſpicuouſly this is the deſign of 
thoſe poſitive Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian worſhip, 
the two Sacraments. The firſt, Baptiſm, contains 
a proper emblem of that change which is brought 


on the minds of thoſe who become true diſciples of 


Jeſus ; when, as the Apoſtle Peter expreſſes it F, 
they purify their Souls by obeying the truth through 
the Spirit, to the unfeigned Love of the Brethren: and 
therefore plainly points out to us the obligations we 
are under to love one another with a pure heart fer- 


ently ; as being all Baptized into one Body T. As 


to the other, the Lord's- Supper; the very outward 
action uſed in it is a proper and natural ſymbol of 
that mutual Love and Charity, that common Friend- 


ſhip, which ſhould be among Chriſtians of all ranks 


and characters; eating and drinking together at the 


ſame Table +: and, the amazing and condeſcending 

Love of the Redeemer, there commemorated, can- 

not be remembred as it ought 3 without animating 

us to the like love, kindneſs and benevolence, to- 

ward our neighbours. Again, One 
* Eph. 4. 12, 15, 16. 1 1 Pet. 1. 22. 

+ 4 Cor. 12. 13, + 1 Cor, 10. 16, 17. 


Ib Heb. 12. 2. + 44. 10, 38. 1 Eph. 5.2. 4 Sec in ſe 


( 22 „ ; 
One ſpecial advantage of the Chriſtian inſtitution 


is, that it ſets before us a perfect example of Divine 


Virtue, exerciſed in a human character; the ex. 
ample of Jeſus, the Author and finiſher of our Faith *. 
Now his character was, that He went about doing 
good Þ 3 that He loved us, and gave himſelf for us I.: 
and almoſt in all places where the example of 
Chriſt is particularly propoſed to our imitation, 
it is to recommend to us Love and Benevolence, 
or ſome of the Social Virtues that are included in 
it and ſpring from the prevalency of it +: particular- 
ly, it is made uſe of, to engage us to abound in the 
grace of liberality; as knowing tbe grace of our 
Lord Fefus Chriſt, that tho be was rich, yet for our 


ſakes he became poor, that we through his poverty 


might be rich l. Again, 
When our bleſſed Saviour tells us on what terms 
we mult be His diſciples ; the firſt thing He inſiſts 


upon is ſelf-denial: I any man will come after me, 


let bim deny N i. e. let him renounce thoſe 


narrow and ſelfiſh principles, that are oppoſite to 
univerſal Love and Benevolence; let him mortify 
and ſubdue his ſelfiſh Appetites and Paſſions; his 
deſires of ſenſual pleaſure, of worldly honour 
and glory, of worldly profit and gain, and even 
his love of Life itſelf; let him bring all theſe un- 
der the government of a prevailing principle of 
Goodneſs. This is the firſt leſſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 


: Again, .* 


The character of Brotherly-Love is what our 
blefſed Saviour pitches upon, as the ſhining and 
diſtinguiſning mark by which all men are to know 
His diſciples f. Our title to the character of 
Chriſtians is, by our bleſſed Saviour, put not upon 
the clearneſs of our beads, but on the honeſty and 
ſincerity of our hearts; not upon the exactneſs of 

| our 


veral Paſſages cited above, p. 19. |} 2 Cor. 8. 7, 9. Mat. 
16. 24. Ff Jo. 13. 35. | 
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our ſpeculative notions in matters of intricacy and N 
nicety, but on the goodneſs of our diſpoſitions; 
particularly, our being well-affected towards thoſe 


of our own frame and nature, kindly diſpoſed to- 
wards that Body of which we are Members. A- 
ms | | | 7 1 
a One ſpecial mean by which Chriſtianity excites 
us to all boly converſation and godlineſs *;, is, that it 


* ſets our accountableneſs to God, as the Moral Go- 


vernour of the World, in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt 


light: it ſets before us the awful ſolemnities of a 
reat day of Judgement; when we muſt all appear 


before the judgement-ſeal of Chriſt, that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according to that he 


bath done, whether it be good or bad T. Now; when 


that great day ſhall come, what account does our 
Saviour and our Judge give us of the proceedure 
of it? We may ſee it, Matt. xxv. 31—46. where 
there are two things very remarkable to our preſent 


purpoſe. 1. That our Saviour repreſents Himſelf,.. 


at the day of judgment, as reckoning to his own 


account. the acts of kindneſs and mercy we do to 


our Brethren in diſtreſs and want, whom he calls 
His Brethren ; he reckons ſuch acts of mercy to 
them, and even to the leaſt and meaneſt of them, 
done to himſelf: I was an hungred, ſays he, and 
je gave me meat, Sc. for inaſmuch as ye have done 


it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have 
done it unto me: and, in like manner, he takes the 
refuſal of ſuch acts of kindneſs to them, as if we 


had refuſed them to himſelf, 2. That the ſentence 


of our Judge, receiving men to happineſs, or con- 


demning them to miſery, is repreſented by Him- 


ſelf to turn upon their having performed, or neg- 


lected, acts of mercy and kindneſs to their di- 
ſtreſſed and neceſſitous Brethren: He ſays to them 


on bis right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 


| | berit 
* 2 Pef, 3. 11. f 2 Cor. 5. 10, 11, and AG, 17. 30, 31. 
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berit the Kingdom, &c. for I was an hungred, ande 
gave me meat, &c. inaſmuch as ye did it to — m 
brethren: and to them on the left hand, he ſays, De- 
part from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire === for 
T was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat, &c. inaſ- 
2 as ye did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, &c. 

6 hoe... 

Let us conſider the repreſentation the Goſpel 
gives us of that Life and Immortality, which is 
brought to light by it* ; of that glorious and hap- 
Py ſtate in the other world, which it calls us 
do aſpire after, as the End of our Faith and Hope: 
and we ſhall find it repreſents the Perfection of 
Love, as the main ingredient in a State of conſum- 
mate Bliſs, and the foundation of the happineſs of 
ti tate: it raiſes our minds to a view of the ami- 
ableneſs of goodneſs, and of the joys ariſing from 
it; by ſome diſtant proſpect of its higheſt exerciſe, 
and moſt perfect ſtate. According to the hints gi- 
ven to us by the Apoſtles Paul r and Jobn , we 
find that in the other World prophecies ſhall fail, 
tongues ſhall ceaſe, our preſent knowledge ſhall vaniſh 
away ; even Faith and Hope ſhall ceaſe, and ſhall 
be ſwallowed up in Sight and Enjoyment ; and all 
thoſe ordinances and means that are calculated for 
the infirmities of our preſent condition, and appoint- 
ed for tbe ediying of the body of Chriſt in Love, ſhall 
all be aboliſhed, when Love is perfected; as the 
Scaffoldings in a Building are pulled down, when 
It is finiſhed. But Charity, or Love, never failetb: 
It enters into the ente State; there it receives 
its perfection; and, being there made perfect, main- 
tains a perpetual and undiſturbed ſway in the breaſts 
of all the members of that exalted Society. There, 
the moſt pure and ſuperlative Love of God ſhall 
for ever reign : Love exerciſed, not in ineffectual 
wiſhes, but the pureſt Joy in the perfect and un- 
| alterable 
72 Tim. 1. 10. Þ 1 Cor. 13. + Rev. 21. 22. 
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alterable Happineſs of that Being, whoſe character 


and government the glorified Soul ſtands perfectly 
well affected to; Love exerciſed, not in a way of 


painful deſires in a ſtate of abſence from the Lord *, 


but fullneſs of Foy in his preſence T. There ſhall be 
the moſt pure and perfect intercourſe of Love and 
Kindneſs, among all the inhabitants of the Heaven- 
ly manſions: Love and Kindneſs exerciſed, not in 
a way of Sympathy and Compaſſion, under wants, 
weakneſſes and imperfections (which has a mix- 
ture of Pain, tho? an over-ballancing Pleaſure, in 
it) but the pureſt Joy in the perfection and happi- 
neſs of one another. | | a 

And thus, from the Diſcovery the Chriſtian In- 


ſtitution gives us of the Character of God; from 


the view it affords us of his Love and Goodneſs 
manifeſted in our Redemption; from the improve- 
ment it calls us to make of this view and diſcovery z 


from the conſpicuous deſign of the ſeveral inſtitu- 


tions of the Chriſtian worſhip ; from the example 
ofthe bleſſed Jeſus ; from the firſt Leſſon he teaches 
his Diſciples ; from the Mark he aſſigns whereby 
all men are to know them; from the repreſen- 
tation he 'gives us of the proceedure of the great 


day of Judgment; and from the view the Goſpel 


opens to us of the Heavenly ſtate : from all this, 
methinks, it is abundantly evident; that te End 
of the Commandment is Charity : that the great de- 


ign and purpoſe of Chriſtianity is to form our Souls 


into the diſpoſition of Love and Goodneſs ; and 


to train us up to the perfection of it. I proceed 
now, in the +» 1 


Third Place, To make ſome improvement of 
this Principle; and draw ſome proper and uſeful 
concluſions from it. And, | | 


* 2 Cor. . Pf. 16. 11. 
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1. From what hath been ſaid, we may fee the 
Goodneſs of that God we ſerve; and the excel. 
lency of that Religion we profeſs. 

I The goodneſs of God is no leſs conſpicuous in 
the Laws and Commands he has given to us; 
than in his other works, and the reſt of his merciful 
conduct towards us: yea more, than in the ordi- 
nary conduct of his Providence: He hath magni- 
fied bis word above all his name. In the ordina- 
ry conduct of his Providence, he ſhows his care of 
our Bodies, in continually doing them good : but 
in his Laws and Inſtitutions he ſhows himſelf the 
Father of our Spirits, the kind Parent of human 
Society; in giving Laws intirely calculated for the 
perfection and happineſs of our Souls, and for the 
peace and welfare of Society; which is evident 
and conſpicuous from this, that tbe end of his con- 
mands is Love. Sure then, none of his Inſtitutions 
can be meer arbitrary Injunctions; but are all pro- 
per Means, known to be ſo by that infinite wiſdom 
which preſcribes them, for attaining to the beſt and 
moſt valuable End. The diſpoſition of Love and 
Goodneſs ; how happy a diſpoſition is it for the 
Soul that is poſſeſſed of it] Effectually baniſhing, 
ſo far as it obtains the Sway, all thoſe fretful and 
tormenting paſſions which ruffle the temper, and 
gall the mind, and render the inward frame uneaſy 
and unquiet; and, on the contrary, producing 2 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, an inward tranquillity, and 
a fatisfaftion and Joy rooted in the temper of the 
mind itſelf, which is therefore ſteddy and perma- 
nent: 4 good man. ſhall be ſatisfied from bimſelf f. 
Every exerciſe of Love is accompanied · with an in- 
ward pleaſure and delight; a fatisfaction and · joy, 
which leaves no ſting behind it; but, on the con- 
trary, improves upon a review, and in the reflection 
upon the happy temper, and on what we have done 
| 8 in 
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in that good bent of mind. How happy is that 
Soul in which Univerſal Love reigns, and bears the 
ſway over all other affections and paſſions ! What 
would life be, were it an uniform train of the en- 
joyments which ariſe from the prevalency of it! 
Withal, this noble diſpoſition diffuſes its benign in- 
fluences on all around ir. It checks, in the very root, 
thofe miſchiefs that diſturb and embitter human 
Society; and render men plagues to one another: 
It is the effectual principle of all thoſe good offices, 
by which the' benefit of others about us, and the 
proſperity of the publick is promoted. And this 
happy diſpoſition is that which God chiefly requires 
and regards; and is the End of all his Laws and 
Inſtitutions to us. 1} 20: HET 2 FOO 05 
Is the end of Chriſtianity Univerfal Love? How 
amiable and engaging, then, is the Religion of Je- 
ſus ! How gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed from thoſe Re- 
igions that prevail in the dark places of the earth; 
which ars full of the habitations of cruelty * ; where 
the character of the Deity that is worſhipped, or 
the nature of the worſhip performed to Rm. in- 
ſpires the worſhipperwith rage and fury, and prompts 
him to act in blood and maſſacre? How evidently 
and intirely is Chriſtianity calculated for the great- 
eſt happineſs of thoſe who' comply with the defign 
of itz and for the general benefit of mankind? 
How conſpicuous would this appear to ocular ob. 
ſervation; were the deſign of Chriſtianity more uni- 
verſally complied with; were its excellent precepts 
more practiſed, and the temper and conduct of its 
Profeſſors more formed by its pure and peaceable 


Spirit and Tendency ? Then we could hardly doubt 


of our religion's bringing us to Heaven at laff, 
when that which is the end of it is perfected; 
while we faw how naturally it produced a Heaven 
135 . 74. 10. . 
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wherever it prevailed, and ſo far as its influence 
took place. 1 
The time will not allow me to purſue the point, 
how far this alone is a ſhining and convincing argu- 
ment of the divine original of Chriſtianity? How 
much this innate amiableneſs and goodneſs of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution ſhould alone ſuffice to recom- 
mend it to our hearty reception; as moſt worthy 
of the God of Love, and moſt fitted to promote 
our true perfection and happineſs! I ſhall only ſay 

this one thing: That, though I am conſcious to 
myſelf I am as far as any man from a diſpoſition to 
judge raſnly, even of thoſe who reject the words of 
our Saviour himſelf; and am willing to leave them 
to the judgment of the ſearcher of hearts, whoſe 
mercies are great: yet, I muſt own, I am ata loſ 
to conceive how a Soul, in which the love of good- 
| neſs, and juſt notions of God, had a due prevalency, 
could reje& (as an Enthuſiaſtical, an uſeleſs, or 
pernicious Impoſture) a claim to Divine Revela- 
tion, in which the end of the commandment is Cha- 
rity 3 in which all the main branches of it have ſo 
evident and conſpicuous a tendency to that end ; and 
in which we are furniſhed with ſuch great and pecu- 
liar means of promoting it: and that meerly be- 
cauſe of ſome paſſages ſcattered through the origi- 
nal records of that revelation, which, at this diſtance 
of time, and an ſuch different circumſtances as to 
cuſtoms manners and forms of ſpeech, we are at a 
loſs to explain or account for; or, becauſe men 
might poſſibly have become good and happy, with- 
out having had this extraordinary help; or becauſe 
- the favour, not being ſuch as the goodneſs of God 
abſolutely obliged him to grant, is not equally grant- 
ed to all mankind ; or, in fine, becauſe, through 
the prevalency of men's ſelfiſh paſſions and factious 
humours, rebelling againſt Love and againſt the 


Light, 
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Light, it has not the happy effe& of promoting 
Love ſo univerſally as might be expected from the 
genuine tendency of it; or, for ſome ſuch reaſons 
as theſe. What! ſhall the exuberant bounty of 
Heaven be for ever reſtrained 3 becauſe the beſt gifts 
it can beſtow may be abuſed ? Will we confine the 
abundant mercy of the great Parent of mankind to 
the beſtowing of meer neceſſaries on his Children; 
and not allow it to reach even to the beſtowing of 
additional helps, and providing more abundantly 
for the fullneſs of their joy and the ſecurity of their 
hopes? or, if his grace hath abounded toward us* in 
this reſpect, ſhall we reject the favour, or not be- 
lieve it comes from him, becauſe he hath not dealt 
fo with every Nation ? When the very Variety we 
may obſerve in Nature; and the various Calami- 
ties, of other kinds, mankind have to ſtruggle 
with in this imperfect ſtate” of things; might ſuf- 
fice to ſatisfy us that there may be moſt wiſe rea- 
ſons, arifing from the purpoſes of His Univerſal 
Government, for this difference. Bur, {7 388 

2. The conſideration of the main end and deſign 
of the Chriſtian Inſtitution may furniſh us with a 
Rule, whereby to judge of the comparative worth 
and importance of the ſeveral things contained in it. 
In any complex machine or contrivance, con- 
ſiſting of ſeveral parts, all formed for One great 
deſign; the comparative value and importance 
of the ſeveral parts is to be meaſured by their uſe- 
fulneſs and neceſſity, to contribute to the deſign of 
the whole. This is the caſe of the Chriſtian Inſti- 
tution. The argument may ſtand thus. If the 
main End of the Chriſtian Inſtitution is not to 
try our wit and exerciſe our penetration, . or to 
train us up to be exquiſite and ſubtile Metaphyſi- 
cians; but, to purify our hearts to Love, and to 
edify the body of Chriſt in Love: then, the 


. com- 
* Fþh. 1. 7, 8. 
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comparative worth and importance of the ſeveral 
things contained in that inſtitution, is not to be 
meaſured by their intricacy or nicety, by their per. 
plexedneſs or hardneſs to be underſtood; but by 
their greater or leſs, their more or leſs direct, ten. 
dency and influence to promote in us the diſpoſition 
and — of Love and. Goodneſs, and to train us 
up to the perfection of it. 

I cannot, now, ſtand to n particular ap- 
plication of this rule: but I ſpeak ike W e 
judge ye what I ſay: and ſure I am, that a wiſe and 
practical improvement of it would lead us to the 
true way to peace in the Chriſtian Church; would 
engage us to follow more after that Unity in 
Affection, which is far more valuable in the hehe 
of God and Chrift, as well as more attainable, than 
the moſt exact Uniformity i in Opinion; and would 
never permit us to violate that Charity and Love 

which is the End of the commandment, in contend: 
ing about other things which, at beſt, can only 
have the place of the Means, and are of no value 
in Chriſtianity further than as they are ſubſervient 
to the End: whereas, if we fwerve from this truly 
Apoſtolical Rule, no — we. ors Ke unio 
Vain jangling 

1 "ſhall only make one particular r upon 
this head: namely ; E the end of Chriſtianity Love? 
Then, preaching our Saviour's Great Law of 
Love 7, is preaching Chriſt, and preaching the 
Goſpel. This inference, I think, is ſufficiently 
plain to Rand i in n of no ve Suffer 


— 

” The word of Exhortetion. Would You bow 
| Yourſclve Chriſtians indeed : would You comply 
with the deſign'of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, and an- 
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trieve the Honour of Chriſtianity, too lamentably 
ſullied by the tempers and lives of many of its 
profeſſors, and wornded in the Houſe of its friends; 
would You adorn the Doctrine of God Your Sa- 
viour in all things; and make Your Religion, in 
Your practice of it, appear to the world in its na- 
tive beauty and glory; would You reap the joys 
it is fitted to afford You, even here; would You 
riſe to a ftate of perfection and happineſs hereaf- 
ter? Then, be perſuaded to follow after Charity“: 
and improve all the means of grace for Your ad- 
yancement in it. | 

And, as Charity is a Principle of an active na- 
ture, and one of the beſt methods of improving it 
is by exerciſing it; and where it prevails in the Soul, 
cannot lie dead and unactive; but, if we do not 
exerciſe it, upon proper occaſions, our pretences 
to it are falſe and vain ; let us be careful to ex- 
erciſe Love and Charity upon all proper occaſions. 
And, the exerciſe of it in a way of beneficence 
to our fellow- creatures in diſtreſs and want, is a 


A of the fincerity of our Love and 
Joodneſs; and is an exerciſe of our Charity, which 
Chriftianity, as You have ſeen, lays a ſpecial ſtreſs 


upon. 

The caſe of ſuch as are early left deſtitute of 
the help of thoſe to whoſe care they are by na- 
ture moſt immediately committed, has certainly 
a ſpecial claim to the compaſſion of humane and 
tender hearts: and there can hardly be any kind 
office which Nature itſelf more prompts us to, or 
which affords more inviting proſpects to allure 
us to it; than contributing to the training up of 
poor Young ones, to a capacity not only of ſub- 
fiſting comfortably themſelves, but alſo of being 
uſefa] Members of Society. And, can there be a 
more proper imitation of our Heavenly Father; 


8 an 
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an amiable part of whoſe character it is, that He 
is the Father and helper of the Fatherleſs, and the 
deſtitute? | 
It is ſuch an exerciſe of Your Charity and Boun- 
ty, I am now particularly pleading for. I craye 
Your liberal contribution to a Charity-Scbool; 
where ſeveral poor Boys and Girls ire brought up 
in the knowledge of thoſe things that belong to their 
Eternal Happineſs ; and alſo trained up to a capa- 
city of providing for themſelves, and being uſeful 
in the world: and where more yet may have theſe 
advantages through Your Liberality. * 
Such an exerciſe of Your Charity is a ſpecial 
way of Honouring the Lord, and doing good to 
men, with Your Subſtance * : as what is expended 
this way, is not only employed for providing earl 
for the bodily neceſſities of thoſe who 3 
might be in a very helpleſs condition, and putting 
them in a way of getting a Living honeſtly and 
uſefully; but is alſo laid out for forming their 
minds to true Goodneſs and the ſeveral Virtues of 
Piety, Gratitude, Equity, Truth, Humility, and the 
like, which are ſo many branches and exerciſes of 
it; forming them thus, while there is the advan- 
tage of a natural kindneſs and tenderneſs of tem- 
per to work upon, and to conſpire with the prin- 
ciples of Reaſon, and Religion which may be em- 
ployed to improve it into a ſettled and prevailing 
diſpoſition, a Rational and Religious Principle, in 
the Soul; while the Natural Senſe of Goodneſs is 
yet in a great meaſure undebauched, and good 
inſtructions and examples may in ſome meaſure 
take the ſtart of vicious habits and inclinations." 
When Charity-Schools are carefully imployed 
to ſuch a purpoſe as this; I cannot ſee how any 
compaſſionate and conſiderate Heart can call in 
queſtion the uſefulneſs of them: when by _ 
| 0 : 0 
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of ſuch an inſtitution, thoſe who have the benefit 
of it would be ſo far from being ſpoiPd for any 


uſeful ſervice or work; that, being (by the bleſ- 


ſing of God) train'd up to Goodneſs, Honeſty, 
val, 


Humility and Self-denyal, they might both be the 


better diſpoſed willingly to ſubmit to the loweſt ſta- 


tion of life Providence might offer for their ſupport; 
and likewiſe to perform a 

and faithfully, from an inward principle of g 
neſs. 3 | 


This is indeed the main thing in the Education of 


Youth: that they be train'd up as reaſonable and 


ſocial creatures, and as Chriſtians, to that temper 


and diſpoſition which is their chief perfection and 


accompliſhment as ſuch. Other parts of Education, 


without this, may render them as capable of doing 


ill, as of doing good; of being hurtful, as of be- 


ing uſeful : but this, ſo far as, by the bleſſing of 


God (which we have ground to expect on fuch lau- 
dable endeavours) tis ſucceſsful; muſt make them 


really good and uſeful, in every ſtation and relation 


of life. And the moſt beautiful plan of the Edu- 


cation of Youth might, I apprehend, be form'd on 


the view I have been giving of what is of greateft 


importance in Chriſtianity ; and of greateſt cone 


quence to our Perfection and Happineſs, as reaſo- 


nable and ſocial creatures: by conſidering the train- © 


ing of them up to U iverſal Love and Goodneſs, and 
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to the exerciſe of it, as the main end and purpoſe 


of ſuch an Education; and the other parts of inſti- 


_ tutioh as ſubſervient, either to the promoting of 
this diſpoſition; or to the qualifying of them for 


or their Friends, to have in view. 


— 
*. 4 


the various exerciſes of it, in the ſeveral ſtations of 


life their circumſtances and capacities may lead them, 


And, in this reſpect, methinks, an Education up- 


on a Charitable foundation may be reckon'd i 8 
DOT TT e e, | „ 
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ſome peculiar advantages: as the kindneſs of thoſe 
who have the chief care of it, may be naturally ſup. 
pos'd to partake more of a rational and wiſely con- 
ducted principle of goodneſs ; than that inſtinct of 
tenderneſs in Natural Parents, which is ready oft- 
times to degenerate into an irregular and ungovern'd. 
fondneſs; and, inſtead of checking the early ſprout. 
ings of Vice in Children, 1s too apt to indulge and 
nurſe up in them Peeviſhneſs, Wilfulneſs, Selfiſhneſs, 
Fretfulneſs and Reſentment, and the like unſocial 
Paſſions : the dire effects of which afterwards, I'm 
perſuaded, would be leſs lamentably conſpicuous 
than they commonly are; were it not for ſuch an 

early indulgence. 
| 2 for this main part of Education I am 
ſpeaking of; it is not enough that Young ones be 
led to a juſt underſtanding of the great principles 
and precepts of Religion and Chriſtianity, in ſuch 
a way as is moſt ſuited to their Capacities : but al- 
ſo, great pains muſt be taken to form their tender 
Minds to the love of Goodneſs. All advantages 
| afforded by their tempers and capacities, muſt be 
ſtudy'd, and laid hold on: and all methods, moſt 
adapted to theſe, muſt be taken; to inſti] into them 
an early ſenſe of Goodneſs, and draw them to the 
love of it: to inſtil into them a ſenſe of what they 
owe to a Perfectly-Good God, and a Compaſſionate 
Saviour; to their Native Country, our Happy Con- 
ſtitution, and the Auſpicious Government of our 
_ Gracious Sovereign ; to their Parents, Maſters, In- 
ſtructors, and Benefactors; and to all their Fellow- 

creatures, VCC 
And bere, give me leave to ſpeak my mind freely. 

I cannot but wiſh that more of that time, and care, 
and expence, which is ſometimes employ'd in teach- 
ing Children educated upon Charity ſuch pieces of 
inſtruction as are neither requiſite to lead them to 


the 


* 
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the knowledge of the way to Eternal Life, nor to 
fit them for ſuch ſervices in a preſent life as the 
publick good may by a they ſhould be employ'd 
in; were laid out in forming their Minds, after the 
manner I have been ſpeaking of: and alſo in em- 
ploying their hands, and training them up to labour 
in work ſuited to their capacitys and ſtrength ; that, 
thus being inured and accuſtom'd to labour, they 
might both be render'd more capable of it, and 
more ready to undertake it, This is, in a great 
meaſure, done in the School I am now pleading for 
Your Charitable help to; and the Managers of it, 
I'm inform'd, are inclin*d to do it more: but the 
beginnings of ſuch an attempt require Liberal Con- 
tributions 3 which, therefore, I hope Your Chari- 
table Regard to fo good a deſign, will promps You 
to give on this occaſio 


But, I would gladly addreſs ſome part of the 
application of what I have been diſcourſing on to 
the Young Ones that attend here *. 


«© My dear Children, part of the riſing Hopes 
* of Your Country, and of the Church of God; 
« what a fine Temper is it that the Goſpel would 
form You to! what happy Creatures would Yo 
be, here and hereafter, were You ſuch as Chrift 
* would have You to be! 

Let me addreſs myſelf to Your Good nature, 
« my little Children: jon me ask You, Did You 
never do a good turn to any of your neighbours ? 
and was it not a great pleaſure to you to do it? 
Have You not ſometimes ſeen your neighbours 
hurt or in pain? and did 1 ir not give you Pain 


The Charity- Children, 
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—— 1 
ec to ſee it? Did You not help them, then; or 
« endeavour to help them? and did You not find 
<« great joy within You. in doing it? On the other 
« hand, let me ask You; Have You not ſome- 
et times been very angry at ſome of Your neigh- 
« bours, or {tiff and ill- natur'd? and was it not a 
« great pain to You? did You not find yourſelves 
& very uneaſy within? and, when You got the 
cc revenge You deſir'd, were You not angry and 
& fretful with Yourſelves again for that? Believe 
« me, it will always be ſo; You'll always be toſs'd 
« from one uneaſineſs to another, while theſe ill 
« humours and paſſions prevail in You. But, if 
« You be good, and kind, and grateful ; and 
« love God and Chriſt, who are perfectly good 
« and kind; You'll be happy, and have peace 
« and joy in Your minds, which no man can take 
« from Tou. | 40 

If You begin early now, to hate, and guard 
&« againſt all ill humours; and to cheriſh in Your- 
<« ſelves a good, and kind, and thankful temper; 
« what will it be when You come to be Men 
« and Women, and to know better how to re- 
se fuſe evil and chuſe good? to be, then, grate · 
« ful to God that made You, and performs all 
* things for You; thankful to Chriſt, who died 
„ to ſave You; kind and loving to all about 
« You; doing all the good You can; and do- 
<« ing to others as You would have them do to 
«© You, if You were in their place? what fatis- 
* factions will all this afford You! what peace 
„% and joy in Your own minds will it give You, 
Leto find Yourſelves right and well within ; to 
c ſee others about You the Better for Lou; to 
© have every body Love You, and bleſs You; 
to have the great and good God, and Chriſt 
« Your Saviour and Judge, Approve of You” ! 

| | | 66 Think, 
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« Think, Children, what gratitude You. owe to 
« Your Parents; who have taken a tender care of 
« You, when You were very troubleſome and' very 
« helpleſs : or think, what thanks You owe to thoſe | 
« who have taken You up, when, ren Four 
« Fathers and Mothers forſook You, or You were 


| « early depriv'd of them; or, it may be, they 


« could only expreſs their love by ſhedding tears 
« of compaſſion over You, and bewailing their own 
« unhappineſs in being the inſtruments of bringing 
« You into the world to want and calamity : what 
«© do You owe to thoſe who have then taken care of 
« You, as if You had been their own Children? If 


« you have a juſt ſenſe of this, it will be natural for 


« You to think, what can You do for them who have 
« been ſo kind to Jou; and to have even ſome regret 
* within You, that You can do nothing but love 
« and thank them. But PII tell You, for Your 
« comfort, You can do a great deal for them; with- 
e out any trouble or expence to Yourſelves; nay, 
« to Your own great advantage: You can give them 
e one of the chief joys of a generous mind; by let- 
& ting them ſee You the Better for their care of Tou: 
e this will make them think all their care and ex- 
ce pence well-beſtowed ; and will encourage others 
eto contribute liberally for Your benefit, and for 
60 _ benefit of others in like circumſtances with 
e f | | | 3 2 | 
But, if You owe ſo much» to them; what do 
“ You owe to that God who made You, and pre- 
ce ſerves You, and gives You all good things, and 
&* has provided a Heaven for You? to God the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, who puts it into the Hearts of 
men to be kind to You; and to whoſe good and 
* wiſe Providence it is owing that their kindneſs 
* can do You any good, that their hearts can com- 


% mand their hands to help You, that they have 


** 


(38) | 
& food to give Tou, and raiment to put on You! 
„ What do you owe to Jeſus Chriſt, the compaſ. 
ce ſionate Lover and Saviour of Mankind? who, 
«© when You were ſunk into ruin, has not only 
«© ſhewn You the way of Salvation and Happineſs, 
but Died to bring You to it! 

Let theſe things, my dear Children, make an 
early impreſſion upon” Your minds. *Tis im- 
«« poſſible for me to expreſs what a ſource of Joy 
« and Satisfaction throughout Your whole life it 
« will be to You, to remember Your Creator and 
« Redeemer in the days of Your Youth : to begin 
« early to delight Vourſelves in God; and to love 
« and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, the beſt FrienFYou 
t ever had in the world, though an unſeen one; to 
« be good and kind, and thankful, and ſerviceable, 
“ and obliging, and forward to do all the good 
« You can to every body. 7) 

« None of you knows how ſoon You may die: 
« and then, there is an end of Your time to fit 
« Yourſelves for Heaven; where love and good- 
« neſs reign, and where no unclean thing can 
| © enter. But if You were to live ever ſo long; 
« what joys do You loſe, and what troubles and 
„ dangers do You expoſe Yourſelves to, ſo long 
< as You delay minding the concerns of Your 
c“ Souls; even tho' You could be ſure of faving 
them at laſt! 
gBelieve it; You have Your Hearts now at a 
e great advantage, in the ſpring and dawn of life. 
« Any ill humours You find in Tourſelves will 
be much harder to overcome, if You let them 
« grow, than they are now: Love and thankful- 
& neſs to God and man, kindneſs and all goodneſs, 
«© will eaſily grow in Lou; if Tou'll be at ſome 
« pains. about them now, while Your Hearts are 


& tender. | | 
EP : cc 'There-. 


( 39)) | 
« Therefore, give Your young and tender Hearts 
« to Chriſt Jeſus, before Sin and the World get 
« faſter hold. of them. Go to Your knees, and 
beg of God grace to form Your hearts according 
« to Chriſt's inſtructions. Read carefully Your 
« Bibles; thoſe parts eſpecially which You. can 
« beſt underſtand; the book of Proverbs, the 
« Parables of our Blefſed Saviour, and his excel- 
« lent Sermon upon the Mount: think well on 
«, what You read; mind it, and obſerve it; and 
« beg God to help You to follow and obey it. 
« To his Fatherly care, and his bleſſing on the 
means of your education, I heartily recommend 
« You.” ">. 


To conclude this long diſcourſe. Let us not 
only, now, my Brethren, exerciſe Love and Chari- 
ty; but ler us be careful to exerciſe it upon all 
proper occaſions; and endeavour more and more 
to advance and improve in that Noble and God- 
like diſpoſition. | | | 

Let us, as we have opportunity, do good unto all 
men, eſpecially to thoſe of the houſhold of Faith ; 
and let us not be weary of well-doing ; for in due 
time we ſhall reap, if we faint not. Let us en- 
creaſe and abound in the ſuperlative Love of God, 
the Perfection of Goodneſs and Beauty; and in love 
to one another, and to all men. Let us often and © 
much imploy our minds in beholding and con- 
templating the Glory of divine love and goodneſs, 
eſpecially as it is diſcovered to us in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
that our Souls may be captivated by the view of 
it; and we may experience more and more of its 
transforming power, changing us into the ſame 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the . | 


Thus: .. 


+ /(.40)) | 
Thus ſhallwe enjoy a conſtant encreaſe of the 
Joys and triumphs of Love reigning within us: 
thus ſhall we have the, pleaſure of beholding more 
and more of the benign influences, and happy 
effects of it, round about us: and thus ſhall we 
make further and further advances towards that 
ſtate of Perfection, Glory and Bliſs; Where other, 
now ſhining, qualities and endowments ſhall ceaſe; 
but Love — Goodneſs in Perfection ſhall fot 
ever reign. Sis 


